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A Message from The Sea 
Brings News Of A Wreck 

THE KETCH STAR OF MALLACOOTA 

A week ago Mr. C. W. Maclean, Engineer for Ports and harbors, received from Pilot Gallois, 
of the Lakes Entrance, a letter enclosing a much faded piece of paper, which had been found 
by a visitor in a bottle on the beach on the previous Saturday.  On the paper was written in 
faint lead pencil- 

Star of Mallacoota vessel sinking rapidly. 
Taking to boat off Saltwater Creek.  
T. Collin 

Mr. Maclean instructed Pilot Gallios to obtain further information with regard to the message 
from any inhabitants of the locality.  On Tuesday he received a letter from the pilot enclosing 
a letter from Mr. J. C. S. Hegarty, J.P., formerly of Twofold Bay, and now of Cunninghame.  
Mr. Hegarty’s letter reads :- 

The vessel Star of Mallacoota was a ketch rigged, 13 tons burthen, and built to the order of 
Mr. Bucknell by Messrs Doran and Fraser, of Mallacoota.  She sailed from there early in 
May 1893 bound for Melbourne, with a cargo of 11 tons of wattle bark, four kegs of butter 
and 40 of cheese.  She started in the tail of a heavy north-easterly, when the glass was low.  
Within five hours after she left the wind bore round to the south-east and blew a heavy gale 
for several days.  The lookout at Green Cape lighthouse thought he saw her light in the 
gloom driving past towards Eden.  A keg of butter was picked up on Saltwater Creek, 
about eight miles south of Eden, a few days after the gale, and another keg was found in 
Twofold Bay, and these were part of her cargo.  The ship’s boat, with the plug out, was 
found drifting into Eden Bay about a month after.  Two men formed the crew, namely, a 
man whom I knew as Ted Collin (the message was signed by T. Collin), who was the 
master, and the other man was Lofus Moller.  Moller lived with me for 18 months, and his 
father lived at Moss, Norway. 

Captain Gallois states that the vessel must have foundered abreast of Saltwater Creek, which 
is between Eden and Green Cape, and close to a pinnacle known as the Haycock.  Mr 
Maclean has also received a letter signed by “Percy Bucknell”, of Rodborough.  It reads :- 

I noticed in a local paper a report under the heading “Message from the sea,” relating to 
a vessel named the Star of Mallacoota.  A vessel of that name, owned by my father, Mr. 
Henry Bucknall, sailed for Mallacoota Inlet some 12 years ago, and nothing has been 
heard of her since.  It was surmised that she had foundered with all hands somewhere near 
Gab Island, as her boat was washed up on the beach.  If you have the message we would 
be very glad to see a copy, or the original, as the captain was a personal friend of mine, 
was well known and respected by all on the inlet 

In referring to the fact that the bottle has been floating about for the past fourteen years, Mr. 
Maclean said that, taking into consideration the direction of the current, it was not unlikely 
that it had travelled to the Arctic regions and back again.  It must have been carried all round 
the southern portions of the waters of the globe. 

(Bucknall Website update - Shipping records describe the Star of Mallacoota 95983 as a 
single decked wooden ketch, rounded stern with centreboard; length 44.6 feet, breadth 13.6 
feet, depth 4.5 feet.  Built in 1891, was the 7th registered that year.  Lost on a voyage from 
Mallacoota to Melbourne.  Owner Henry Bucknall, Gentleman of Genoa [which is 22 km 
from Mallacoota]) 


